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those councillors are, to right this double wrong. How can it be
righted ? When the governors of a country do a great wrong to
the people whom they govern, history teaches us that they have
resorted to violence, sometimes with apparent success, often they
have been defeated; but violence can only result in violence, as
darkness added to darkness really deepens it. The doctrine of vio-
lence is of the earth, earthy, merely material, and can be no guide
for a human being who at all believes in the existence of the soul.
If, as I am sure you will reject the doctrine of violence, you have
to consider other means for seeking redress, and that, as I would
translate, would mean shathamprati satyam1. You have an instance
given of it in the name mentioned this evening, i.e., of Prahlad.
But some of you may be inclined to think that after all Prahlad
is not a historical personage. That story may be a mere fable. I
therefore propose to give you this evening a living instance, living
in the sense that it has happened within recent memory. The
authoress is dead. The name of the heroine is Valliamma2. She
was born in South Africa of Indian parents. She in common with
many of our countrywomen in South Africa, joined the satyagraha
struggle that was raging there and that raged there for over eight
years. She had a faith so absolute in the triumph of the spirit
over matter that you and I are not privileged to possess. She
knew nothing of the intricacies of the laws that we resisted in that
country. It was enough for her that thousands of her country-
men and countrywomen were suffering for something she did not
know, but she knew, she realized instinctively that out of the travail
of the soul is a nation born and so she voluntarily suffered the hard-
ships of a South African prisoner. She was 18 years old. In a
weakly body she held a spirit that was indomitable. She got daily
typhoid fever, whilst she was in jail. Her friends in the prison sug-
gested that she should pay the fine to pay which she had the op-
tion, but she resolutely declined to pay the fine. She preferred to
die in the prison, but she did not die. She was discharged in an
ailing condition. She was discharged after she had completed the
full term of her imprisonment. Then a few days after her discharge
she died, mourned by the whole of the Indian community of
South Africa as a heroine and martyr. Before she entered the pri-
son gates, she was a poor girl unknown to fame. Today she has
risen to [be] one of the very best of her nation. I have come here
1 Truth against a rogue. The original Sanskrit phrase is shatham prati
shaathyam, roguery against a rogue,
* Valliamma R. Munuswami Mudaliar. She succumbed to fever on
February 22, 1914, within a few days of her release from prison.